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TKH�%DHWLV�$XGLR�5HYROXWLRQ� ,,�0HGLD�&RPSXWHU� LV� D� UH�
PDUNDEO\�YHUVDWLOH�SLHFH�RI �JHDU�WKDW�ZLOO�SOD\�SUHWW\�PXFK�
DQ\�GLJLWDO�ILOH�\RX�WKURZ�DW�LW��DQG�SOD\�LW�ZHOO��,W·V�GHVLJQHG�

DQG�EXLOW�WR�WKH�KLJKHVW�DXGLRSKLOH�VWDQGDUGV�DQG�DSSHDUV�WR�EH�DV�
IXWXUH�SURRI �DV�DQ\�GLJLWDO�$9�FRPSRQHQW�FDQ�EH��7KDW�WKH�5HYR�
OXWLRQ�,,�DFKLHYHV�WKLV�OHYHO�RI �SHUIRUPDQFH�LV�LPSUHVVLYH��7KDW�LW�
does so for $3000 is astounding.

Computer audio is the new frontier of  the high end, and Baetis 

$XGLR� LV� IRXQG� LQ�/LYLQJVWRQ��0RQWDQD��D� WRZQ�RI ������RQ�WKH�
EDQNV�RI � WKH�<HOORZVWRQH�5LYHU� DQG� D�SULPH�GHVWLQDWLRQ� IRU�Á\�
ÀVKHUPHQ��1RW�WRR�ORQJ�DJR��WKLV�was the actual American fron�
tier. The founder and front man for Baetis is John Mingo. His 

IHZHU�WKDQ�WHQ�FRZRUNHUV��LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�KLV�ZLIH��6X]DQQH��DQG�KLV�
EXVLQHVV�SDUWQHU��'DUUHQ�&XQQLQJKDP��LQFOXGH�D�WDOHQWHG�ORFDO�PD�
FKLQLVW�DQG�WKH�´JXQVPLWK�E\�WUDGHµ�ZKR�GHVLJQHG�WKH�FRPSDQ\·V�
SURSULHWDU\�%1&�FRQQHFWLRQ��0LQJR�ZLOO�WHOO�\RX�IUDQNO\�WKDW�KH�
KDV� OLWWOH� LQ� WKH�ZD\�RI �TXDOLÀFDWLRQV�WR�EH�SURGXFLQJ�D� OHDGLQJ�
edge audio component. Though an audiophile for decades, the 

PDQ�KDV�QR�EDFNJURXQG� LQ�HLWKHU�HOHFWULFDO�HQJLQHHULQJ�RU�FRP�
SXWHU�VFLHQFH��-RKQ�0LQJR�LV�D�3K�'��HFRQRPLVW�ZKR�ODERUHG�IRU�
GHFDGHV�LQ�WKH�:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&���HQYLURQV�DV�DQ�H[SHUW�RQ�WKH�)HG�
HUDO�5HVHUYH�DQG��DERYH�DOO��DQ�HPSLULFLVW��7KDW�LV��KH�EHOLHYHV�WKDW�
NQRZOHGJH�FRPHV�IURP�H[SHULHQFH��IURP�WU\LQJ�WKLQJV�RXW��´<RX�
VWDUW�ZLWK�D�WKHRU\��WKHQ�\RX�ORRN�DW�WKH�GDWD�µ�0LQJR�WROG�PH�LQ�
RQH�RI �D�VHULHV�RI �SKRQH�FRQYHUVDWLRQV��´,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI �FRPSXWHU�
DXGLR��WKHUH�DUH�LQVWDQFHV�ZKHUH�WKH�¶ZLVGRP·�LV�ZLGHO\�SHUFHLYHG�
DV�EHLQJ�FRUUHFW�DQG�\HW��HPSLULFDOO\��LW�GRHVQ·W�ZRUN�RXW�WKDW�ZD\�µ
,Q�WKH�WKRURXJKO\�G\VIXQFWLRQDO�FRPSXWHU�DXGLR�FRPPXQLW\��DQ�

XQHDV\�DGPL[WXUH�RI �',<�W\SHV��HVWDEOLVKHG�FRPSDQLHV�WU\LQJ�WR�
VWD\�UHOHYDQW��VWDUW�XSV�ZLWK�D�JRRG�LGHD�RU�WZR�DQG�ORWV�RI �DPEL�
WLRQ��DQG�FRQVXPHUV��DXGLRSKLOH�DQG�RWKHUZLVH���FRQYHQWLRQDO�ZLV�
GRP�UHLJQV��,Q�WZR�GHVLJQ�DUHDV�LQ�SDUWLFXODU�WKHUH�DUH�WUXWKV�WKDW�
DUH�QRW�EH�TXHVWLRQHG��2QH�LV�WKDW�WKH�86%�LQWHUIDFH�LV�WKH�EHVW�
LQWHUIDFH�IRU�FRPSXWHU�DXGLR�DSSOLFDWLRQV��7KH�RWKHU�LV�WKDW�D�IDQ�
LQ�D�PXVLF�VHUYHU�LV�DQDWKHPD�EHFDXVH�DQ�XQDFFHSWDEOH�QRLVH�OHYHO�
LV�XQDYRLGDEOH��1RW�VR�IDVW��VD\V�HPSLULFLVW�-RKQ�0LQJR��
0LQJR��RI �FRXUVH��KDG�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�EXLOGLQJ�FRPSOH[�$9�GH�

YLFHV� VRPHZKHUH� DQG� DFNQRZOHGJHV� WKUHH�PHQWRUV�� 7KH� ÀUVW� LV�

&KULV�&RQQDNHU��WKH�IRXQGHU�RI �WKH�LQÁXHQWLDO�&RPSXWHU�$XGLR�
SKLOH�:HE�VLWH��WKH�RWKHU�WZR�DUH�$GDP�DQG�%HQ�/\H��WKH�SULQFLSDOV�
RI �$VVDVVLQ�+73&��D�FRPSDQ\�WKDW�EXLOGV�FRPSXWHUV�IRU�KRPH�
WKHDWHU�DSSOLFDWLRQV��0LQJR�UDQ�$VVDVVLQ·V�DXGLRSKLOH�GLYLVLRQ�DQG�
KHOSHG�GHYHORS�DQ�DXGLR�FRPSXWHU�WKDW�ZDV�́ WKH�EHVW�,�KDG�KHDUG�µ�
%XW�WKH�/\H·V�EXVLQHVV�PRGHO�ZDVQ·W�LQ�OLQH�ZLWK�0LQJR·V�WKLQNLQJ�
DERXW� D�KHDY\� LQYHVWPHQW� LQ� WLPH�DQG�PRQH\� WR� DFKLHYH� UHÀQH�
PHQWV�RI � WKH�GHVLJQ�� VR�KH�EURNH�RII � DQG� VWDUWHG�%DHWLV� LQ� ODWH�
������7KH�ÀUVW�SURGXFW�ZDV�LQWURGXFHG�WKH�IROORZLQJ�\HDU�
7KH�5HYROXWLRQ�,,�LV�D�FRPSDFW�FRPSRQHQW�������:�[�������+�[�

����'��WKDW�PDQLIHVWV�DQ�REYLRXV�DXGLRSKLOH�VHQVLELOLW\��7KH�TXDOLW\�
RI �NH\�SDUWV³WKH�,QWHO�&RUH�L��WKLUG�JHQHUDWLRQ�,Y\�%ULGJH�&38��
WKH�+���PRWKHUERDUG�� WKH����*%� LQWHUQDO� VROLG�VWDWH�GULYH� WKDW�
holds the Windows operating system, the installed DDR3 RAM—

LV�YHU\�KLJK��RIWHQ�FKRVHQ�DIWHU�H[KDXVWLYH�FRPSDUDWLYH�OLVWHQLQJ��
1XPHURXV�VPDOOHU�WRXFKHV�LQVLGH�WKH�FDVH�DUH�QRWDEOH�DV�ZHOO³IRU�
H[DPSOH��WKH�XVH�RI �DQ�´(0,�UHGXFWLRQ�PDWHULDOµ�WR�SURWHFW�WKH�
XQLW·V�LQSXWV�DQG�RXWSXWV��:KDW·V�QRW�LQ�WKH�ER[�LV�DOVR�WHOOLQJ��7KH�
SRZHU�VXSSO\�LV�H[WHUQDO��WR�PLQLPL]H�(0,��LW�DLQ·W�QR�ZDOO�ZDUW��
EHOLHYH�PH��� DQG� WKHUH·V� DQ�RSWLRQ� IRU� D�/L)H32��EDWWHU\�EDVHG�
368�HPSOR\LQJ�1HXWULN�3RZHU&21�FRQQHFWRUV��$OO�GDWD�VWRUDJH�
LV�DOVR�H[WHUQDO��%DHWLV�SURYLGHV�D�FRPSDFW��7%�:HVWHUQ�'LJLWDO�
KDUG�GULYH�WR�JHW�\RX�VWDUWHG��EXW�WKHUH�DUH�D�WRWDO�RI �HLJKW�86%�
LQSXWV��KDOI �RI �WKHP�86%�����WR�DOORZ�FRQVLGHUDEOH�H[SDQVLRQ�RI �
D�PXVLF�YLGHR�OLEUDU\�SOXV��RI �FRXUVH��WKH�SRWHQWLDO�IRU�1$6��<RX�
JHW�QR�'$&�IRU�\RXU�LQYHVWPHQW��%DHWLV�UHFRJQL]HV�WKDW�WKH�LQVLGH�
of  a computer enclosure is no place for one to live, and under�
stands that audiophiles will have their own ideas when it comes 

WR�ZKDW� WKHLU� LGHDO�'$&�RU�SURFHVVRU� VKRXOG�EH�� ,Q�DGGLWLRQ� WR�
WKRVH�HLJKW�86%�SRUWV�� WKH�5HYROXWLRQ� ,,·V� FRQQHFWLYLW\� LQFOXGHV�
WZR�(WKHUQHW� LQSXWV�� WZR�+'0,�RXWSXWV��DQWHQQDH�FRQQHFWLRQV�
IRU�:L�)L��WKH�DQWHQQDH�DUH�LQFOXGHG���D�'9,�YLGHR�SRUW��D�7RV/LQN�
63',)�RXWSXW��DQG� WKH�%DHWLV�SURSULHWDU\�63',)�RXWSXW��DERXW�
which there is much to say.

The standard attitude regarding digital output from a computer 

LV�WKDW�86%�LV�WKH�EHVW�RSWLRQ�VRQLFDOO\��%XW�WKH�UHDVRQLQJ�IRU�WKDW�
FRQFOXVLRQ��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�-RKQ�0LQJR��LV�SUHWW\�FLUFXLWRXV��́ ,W·V�KDUG�
WR�ÀQG�D�ODSWRS�WKDW�DFWXDOO\�KDV�D�63',)�RXWSXW��<RX�OLWHUDOO\�KDYH�
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QR�FKRLFH�RWKHU�WKDQ�D�SLHFH�RI�FUDS�7RV/LQN�RU�86%�RXWSXW��:LWK�
0DFV��WKHUH�QHYHU�ZDV�D�FKRLFH³LW·V�86%�DQG�)LUH:LUH��)RU�PRVW�
FRPSXWHUV��86%�LV�WKH�EHVW�RXWSXW��%XW�QRW�IRU�WKH�EHVW�GHVLJQHG�
FRPSXWHUV�µ�:KDW·V�ZURQJ�ZLWK�86%"�(YHQ�WKH� ODWHVW�86%�RXW�
SXWV��WKRVH�ZLWK�JDOYDQLF�LVRODWLRQ�DQG�DQWL�MLWWHU�FLUFXLWU\��DUH�IDU�
PRUH�FRPSOH[�DQG�SURQH�WR�(0,�WKDQ�WKH�%DHWLV�VROXWLRQ��ZKLFK�
LV�WR�WDNH�D�GHGLFDWHG�63',)�VLJQDO�GLUHFWO\�RII �WKH�PRWKHUERDUG��
7KDW� VLJQDO� IROORZV� DQ� ´XOWUD�VKRUW� SDWKµ� �863�³XQGHU� WKUHH�
LQFKHV³IURP� WKH� PRWKHUERDUG� WR� D� SURSULHWDU\� %1&� RXWSXW��
�6RPH�DXGLRSKLOHV��QR�GRXEW��ZLOO�EH�SXW�RII �E\�0LQJR·V�FKRLFH�
RI �D�%1&�FRQQHFWRU��2ULJLQDOO\�GHVLJQHG�IRU�PLOLWDU\�DSSOLFDWLRQV��
LW�ZDV�SLFNHG�IRU�LWV�SK\VLFDO�DQG�HOHFWULFDO�VWDELOLW\��1R�ZRUU\��,I �
\RXU�'$&�RU�$9�FRQWUROOHU�GRHVQ·W� VSRUW� D�%1&� LQSXW³DV�GR�
WKH�%HUNHOH\�'$&V�%DHWLV�IDYRUV�DV�D�UHIHUHQFH³�\RX�FDQ�HPSOR\�
%1&�WR�5&$�DGDSWHUV�DV�QHFHVVDU\�ZLWKRXW�ORVLQJ�VOHHS��4XLWH�D�
ELW�RI �SUHFLVLRQ�VROGHULQJ�ZLWK�D�-DSDQHVH�VLOYHU�VROGHU�LV�UHTXLUHG�
WR� FUHDWH� WKH�863��EXW� WKH� UHVXOW� LV� OHVV�(0,�ZKLFK��SRWHQWLDOO\��
WUDQVODWHV� LQWR�EHWWHU�VRXQG��0LQJR·V� LQHYLWDEOH�PDQWUD��´:H�EH�
OLHYH�LQ�863��QRW�86%�µ
0LQJR·V�RWKHU�SUDFWLFH�LV�WR�HPSOR\�IDQV�LQ�KLV�SURGXFWV��9LGHR�

SURFHVVLQJ�LQ�SDUWLFXODU³DQG�WKDW�LQFOXGHV�WKH�SOD\EDFN�RI �D�ULVLQJ�
FDWHJRU\�LQ�PXVLF�VRIWZDUH��WKH�PXVLF�RQO\�%OX�UD\�'LVF³JHQHU�
ates a lot of  heat which can impact the performance of  electronic 

devices, especially their longevity. But conventional wisdom again 

UHDUV�LWV�XJO\�KHDG��́ $OO�WKH�GR�LW�\RXUVHOI �GHVLJQV�VSHFLI\�LW�PXVW�EH�
IDQOHVV��,I �\RX·YH�HYHU�WULHG�WR�XVH�WKH�IDQ�WKDW�FRPHV�ZLWK�DQ\�,QWHO�

&38��\RX�ZLOO�XQGHUVWDQG�ZK\�LW�VKRXOG�EH�IDQOHVV��7KRVH�IDQV�KDYH�
D�PDUNHW�YDOXH�RI �VL[�RU�VHYHQ�GROODUV�DQG�DUH�VR�QRLV\�WKH\�PDNH�LW�
LPSRVVLEOH�WR�OLVWHQ�WR�PXVLF�LI �\RX�DUH�DQ\�FORVHU�WKDQ����IHHW�DZD\�
IURP�WKH�FRPSXWHU�µ�0LQJR�DFTXLUHG�D�SURIHVVLRQDO�JUDGH�GLJLWDO�
63/�PHWHU�DQG�VWDUWHG�PHDVXULQJ�HYHU\WKLQJ�KH�FRXOG��´7KH�ÀUVW�
WKLQJ�ZH�GLVFRYHUHG� LV� WKDW� WKH� IDQOHVV� FRPSXWHUV�ZHUHQ·W� FRP�
SOHWHO\�TXLHW��,I �\RX·UH�JHWWLQJ�ULG�RI �KHDW�LQVLGH�WKH�FRPSXWHU�E\�
PRYLQJ�LW�RXW�WR�WKH�ÀQV�RU�WKH�VXUIDFH��WKDW�LV�PRYLQJ�DLU��:LWKRXW�
a fan, you could measure sound on the digital SPL meter that was 

DERYH�WKDW�RI �WKH�DXGLR�V\VWHP�LQ�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI �WKH�FRPSXWHU��
$QG�WKDW�ZDV�MXVW�SOD\LQJ�ULSSHG�&'V��:KDW�LI �\RX�SOD\�D�%OX�UD\"µ�
6R��LQ�WKH�5HYROXWLRQ�,,·V�FKDVVLV��%DHWLV�KDV�VWUDWHJLFDOO\�SODFHG�D�
SDLU�RI ����PP�SUHFLVLRQ�PLOOHG�1RFWXD�IDQV��7KH�EDVH�QRLVH�OHYHO�
LQ�0LQJR·V�0RQWDQD�OLVWHQLQJ�URRP³WKH�QHDUHVW�DVSKDOW�KLJKZD\�
LV�WKUHH�PLOHV�GLVWDQW³LV�����G%��ZLWK�WKH�ORZHU�OLPLW�RI �KXPDQ�
KHDULQJ�VRPHZKHUH�EHORZ���G%��[The threshold of  hearing is designated 
0dBSPL, a pressure of  0.0002 dynes/cm2, humorously described as “the 
weight of  a gnat’s eyelash.”—RH] 0LQJR�PHDVXUHV�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�����WR�
0.3dB one meter from the computer when the fans are operating. 

,I �,�DFWXDOO\�SXW�P\�HDU�LQ�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�WKH�5HYROXWLRQ�,,�ZKLOH�LW·V�
UXQQLQJ��,�WKLQN�,�FDQ�KHDU�WKH�IDQV��0D\EH�
,Q�WHUPV�RI �PXVLF�PDQDJHPHQW�VRIWZDUH��HYHU\�5HYROXWLRQ�,,�

FRPHV�ORDGHG�ZLWK�-5LYHU�0HGLD�&HQWHU�����2WKHU�SURJUDPV�KDYH�
WKHLU�DGYDQWDJHV³:D[��7$6������LV�PXFK�HDVLHU�WR�XVH�DQG�0X�
VL&+,��7$6������LV�D�FODVVLFDO�WDJJHU·V�GUHDP³EXW�-5LYHU�LV�VXUHO\�
WKH� VWDQGDUG�E\�ZKLFK� DOO� RWKHUV� DUH� MXGJHG�� ,W� KDQGOHV� RYHU� ���
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audio and video codecs, including the au courant�'6'�VRXUFHG�IRU�
PDWV��-5LYHU·V�VRSKLVWLFDWLRQ�DQG�UREXVW�YHUVDWLOLW\�LV�DOVR�LWV�SURE�
OHP��7KH�OHDUQLQJ�FXUYH�FDQ�EH�VWHHS��HVSHFLDOO\�LI �\RX·UH�D�UHODWLYH�
QHZFRPHU�WR�FRPSXWHU�DXGLR��$QG�QR�RQH�SLFNV�XS�WKH�SKRQH�DW�
-5LYHU�LI �\RX�KDYH�D�TXHVWLRQ��´KHOSµ�FRPHV�IURP�RQ�OLQH�IRUXPV�
where you may or may not get a timely answer and the level of  

GLVFRXUVH�FDQ�EH�SUHWW\�JHHN\��-RKQ�0LQJR�DQG�RWKHUV�DW�KLV�FRP�
SDQ\�DUH�HQWKXVLDVWLFDOO\�DYDLODEOH�IRU�H�PDLO�DQG�WHOHSKRQH�VXSSRUW�
DV�\RX�HQFRXQWHU� LVVXHV��7XUQ� WKH�5HYROXWLRQ�,,�RQ�IRU� WKH�ÀUVW�
WLPH�DQG�\RX·OO�VHH�D�%DHWLV�5HPRWH�6XSSRUW�LFRQ�RQ�WKH�VFUHHQ��
-RKQ�0LQJR·V�SUHIHUUHG�IRUP�RI �DVVLVWDQFH� LV� WR�WDNH�FRQWURO�RI �
your mouse and teach you how to more effectively use his prod�
XFW��%DHWLV�LV�DOVR�SUHSDUHG�WR�KHOS�ZLWK�:LQGRZV�UHODWHG�LVVXHV��,Q�
WKH�FRXUVH�RI �WKH�UHYLHZ�SURFHVV��,�VXGGHQO\�IRXQG�WKDW�WKH�FRP�
SXWHU�ZDVQ·W� UHFRJQL]LQJ�DQ\�RI � WKH�VHYHUDO�DWWDFKHG�KDUG�GULYHV�
WKDW�ZHUH�FRQQHFWHG��0LQJR�NQHZ�ZKDW�WKH�SUREOHP�ZDV�IURP�P\�
SDQLFNHG�GHVFULSWLRQ�DQG�KDG�LW�À[HG�LQ�WHQ�PLQXWHV��/HVW�\RX�WKLQN�
this is special treatment for a reviewer, a full year of  telephone 

support is included in the purchase price with customers averaging 

DERXW����KRXUV�RI �RQH�RQ�RQH�DVVLVWDQFH�HDFK��VRPH�PXFK�PRUH��
0LQJR�HPSKDVL]HV�WKDW�WKLV�NLQG�RI �VXSSRUW�ZLOO�DOZD\V�FRPH�ZLWK�
D�%DHWLV�FRPSXWHU�DQG�SODQV�WR�HVWDEOLVK�D�´FDOO�FHQWHUµ�ZKHQ�KLV�
FXVWRPHU�EDVH�LV�ODUJH�HQRXJK�
7KH� 5HYROXWLRQ� ,,� ZDV� DXGLWLRQHG� ZLWK� D� UDQJH� RI � PXVLFDO�

JHQUHV�DQG�DXGLR�FRGHFV��ERWK� VWHUHR�DQG�PXOWLFKDQQHO� VRXUFHV��
DQG� D� OLWWOH� YLGHR�� '�WR�$� FRQYHUVLRQ� ZDV� DOZD\V� DFFRPSOLVKHG�

YLD�P\�$QWKHP�'�Y�SURFHVVRU��FDEOLQJ�ZDV�DQ�REYLRXV�YDULDEOH��
DV� GLIIHUHQW� GLJLWDO� LQWHUFRQQHFWV³86%�� FRD[LDO� �63',)��� DQG�
+'0,³ZHUH� UHTXLUHG� IRU�GLIIHUHQW�DSSOLFDWLRQV��$Q�HIIRUW�ZDV�
PDGH�WR�HPSOR\�ZLUHV�RI �URXJKO\�HTXLYDOHQW�TXDOLW\�DQG�H[SHQVH�
ZKHQ�PDNLQJ�FRPSDULVRQV��7KH�5HYROXWLRQ�,,�ZDV�SOXJJHG�LQWR�DQ�
8QLQWHUUXSWLEOH�3RZHU�6XSSO\��836��QRW�WR�EH�FRQIXVHG�ZLWK�86%��
863��RU�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�GHOLYHU�\RXU�SDFNDJHV��DV�WKH�XVHU·V�PDQXDO�
VWHUQO\�DGYLVHV�WKDW�WKH�XQLW·V�ZDUUDQW\�LV�YRLG�LI �DQ�RZQHU�GRHVQ·W�
SURYLGH�ERWK�VXUJH�SURWHFWLRQ�DQG�YROWDJH�YDULDWLRQ�FRQWURO��,�XVHG�
D�&\EHU3RZHU�&3���3)&/&'�������DW�%HVW�%X\��
,� VSHQW�PDQ\�SOHDVXUDEOH� KRXUV� FRPSDULQJ� WKH�5HYROXWLRQ� ,,�

RSHUDWLQJ�YLD�86%��+'0,��DQG�WKH�%DHWLV�VSHFLDO�63',)�LPSOH�
PHQWDWLRQ�WR�P\�XVXDO�RSWLRQV�IRU�SOD\LQJ�GLJLWDO�ÀOHV³D�+HZOHWW�
3DFNDUG�3DYLOLRQ�3�����6HULHV�GHVNWRS�FRPSXWHU��WKH��EHH]�:D[�
%R[�� DQG��PRVWO\� IRU�PXOWLFKDQQHO�� DQ�2SSR���� IHG�GLJLWDO�ÀOHV�
IURP�DQ�H[WHUQDO�KDUG�GULYH��7KH�FDEOHV�HPSOR\HG�WR�JHW�GDWD�IURP�
WKH�%DHWLV��:D[�%R[��+3��DQG�2SSR�WR�WKH�$QWKHP�LQFOXGHG�P\�
WUXVW\�+DOLGH�%ULGJH�IRU�86%��IRU�+'0,��DQ�$XGLR4XHVW�&KRFR�
ODWH�FDEOH��������RU�DQ�,�IRUJHW�KRZ�ULGLFXORXVO\�H[SHQVLYH�7UDQV�
SDUHQW�$XGLR�PRGHO��IRU�63',)��D������6WUDLJKW�:LUH�,QIR�/LQN�
RU�7HUHVRQLF�&ODULVRQ�%1&�GLJLWDO�FDEOH���������HDFK�ZLWK�D�5DGLR�
6KDFN�%1&�WR�5&$�DGDSWHU� LQVWDOOHG�DW� WKH�$QWKHP�HQG��$IWHU�
D�SHULRG�RI �WLPH��,�IRXQG�LW�XVHIXO�WR�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�WKUHH�RSWLRQV�
LQYROYLQJ�WKH�%DHWLV��HVSHFLDOO\�-RKQ�0LQJR·V�FRVPLF�PDWFKXS�RI �
86%�YV��KLV�SURSULHWDU\�63',)�LQWHUIDFH�
7LPH� PDUFKHV� RQ� DQG� ,� DP� IRUFHG� WR� DGPLW� WKDW� ,·YH� EHHQ�
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FDSWLYDWHG�E\� -RQL�0LWFKHOO·V�Blue� IRU���� \HDUV��:LWK� WKH��������
+'WUDFNV�YHUVLRQ�RI �WKH�DOEXP��WKH�%DHWLV�63',)�RSWLRQ�SURYLG�
HG�LQVLJKWV�LQWR�0LWFKHOO·V�DUWLVWU\�,·G�QHYHU�KDG�EHIRUH��,�GHYHORSHG�
D�QHZ�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�RI �KRZ�WKH�V\QFRSDWHG�OLOW�WR�-RQL·V�VLQJLQJ�RQ�
$́OO�,�:DQW�µ�´0\�2OG�0DQ�µ�DQG�´/LWWOH�*UHHQµ�SOD\V�VR�SHUIHFWO\�
RII � WKH� JXLWDU� DQG� SLDQR� DFFRPSDQLPHQWV�� WKH� YRFDO� LQÁHFWLRQV�
providing the rhythmic impulse for these songs as much as the 

LQVWUXPHQWV��$GGLWLRQDOO\��DOO�WKHVH�\HDUV�,·G�FRQVLGHUHG�0LWFKHOO·V�
SLDQR�SOD\LQJ�RQ�´0\�2OG�0DQµ� WR�EH�FKDUPLQJO\� UXGLPHQWDU\�
ZKHQ�� LQ� IDFW�� WKHUH·V� HQRUPRXV� WRQDO� VXEWOHW\� DQG�G\QDPLF�QX�
ance that serve to amplify the emotional power of  the song. With 

63',)��JXLWDUV�LQ�WKLV�FORVH�PLNHG�UHFRUGLQJ�DUH�DV�SUHVHQW�DV�HYHU�
EXW� OHVV�ERUGHULQJ�RQ�DVWULQJHQW� WKDQ�XVXDO�� -RQL·V�YRLFH� LV�PRUH�
ULFKO\�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�
5HQp�3DSH��WKH�´%ODFN�'LDPRQG�%DVV�µ�KDV�D�YRLFH�DV�GLVWLQF�

WLYH�DV�0LWFKHOO·V��5LFKDUG�:DJQHU·V�RSHUDV�DUH�3DSH·V�VSHFLDOW\�DQG�
D������'HXWVFKH�*UDPPRSKRQ�&'�HQWLWOHG�VLPSO\�Wagner�ÀQGV�
him in top form with selections from Die Walküre, Die Meistersinger, 
Lohengrin, Parsifal, and Tannhäuser��'*·V� UHFRUGHG�VRXQG� LV�QRWK�
LQJ�VSHFLDO�EXW��SURJUHVVLQJ�IURP�86%�WKURXJK�+'0,�WR�63',)�
RXWSXW�IURP�WKH�5HYROXWLRQ�,,��WKH�RUFKHVWUD�EHFRPHV�OHVV�VWULGHQW�
DQG� WZR�GLPHQVLRQDO� DQG� 3DSH·V� KXJH� YRLFH� EHFRPHV� QHDUO\� DV�
FRPPDQGLQJ�DQG�WH[WXUDOO\�DSSHDOLQJ�DV�LW�LV�LQ�SHUVRQ�
,W·V� WKH�VDPH�VWRU\�ZLWK� LQVWUXPHQWDO� WLPEUHV��*RUGRQ�*RRG�

ZLQ·V�%LJ�3KDW�%DQG·V������Act Your Age CD has a trumpet feature 

FDOOHG�´%DFNURZ�3ROLWLFV�µ�,Q�WKH�PLGGOH�VHFWLRQ�RI �WKDW�FKDUW��HDFK�
RI �WKH�ELJ�EDQG·V�IRXU�WUXPSHW�SOD\HUV�WDNHV�D�VROR��HPSOR\LQJ�GLI�
IHUHQW�VW\OHV³UHJJDH��1HZ�2UOHDQV�VHFRQG�OLQH��HWF��:LWK�WKH�%DH�
WLV�63',)�RSWLRQ��LW·V�HDVLHVW�WR�GLVFHUQ�WKH�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�WKH�WRQH�
WKH�IRXU�PXVLFLDQV�SURGXFHG��<RX�FDQ�WHOO�WKHP�DSDUW�HYHQ�ZKHQ��
at the end of  the section, they all improvise simultaneously.

Pianos provide a special challenge for recording engineers to 

FDSWXUH�MXVW�WKH�ULJKW�EDODQFH�RI �SHUFXVVLYHQHVV�DQG�UHVRQDQFH��WR�
deliver the grandeur of  a performance on a concert grand without 

VOLJKWLQJ�LWV�O\ULFDO�DVSHFW��7KH�VKRUW�DQG�EUXWDO�VHFRQG�PRYHPHQW�
RI �6HUJHL�3URNRÀHY·V�3LDQR�6RQDWD�1R�����DV�SHUIRUPHG�E\�0DWWL�
5DHNDOOLR�RQ�WKH�2QGLQH�ODEHO��KDV�ORQJ�EHHQ�D�UHIHUHQFH�WUDFN�RI �
PLQH��7KH�86%�WR�+'0,�WR�63',)�MRXUQH\�SURYLGHG�DQ�LQFUHDV�
LQJ�VHQVH�RI �WKH�SLDQR·V�ERG\�DQG�PDVV�ZLWKRXW�DQ\�ORVV�RI �IRFXV��
%DHWLV·�%1&��XQLTXHO\��JDYH�D�SRZHUIXO� VHQVH�RI �D�KXPDQ�SUHV�
HQFH�EHKLQG�WKH�VRXQG�HPDQDWLQJ�IURP�WKH�VSHDNHUV��'LIIHUHQFHV�
in touch with individual notes in rapid marcato passages were more 

apparent.

7KH� 5HYROXWLRQ� ,,·V� SHUIRUPDQFH� ZLWK� KLJK�UHVROXWLRQ�
multichannel material was a pleasant surprise, as John Mingo 

PDNHV� QR� H[WUDRUGLQDU\� FODLPV� IRU� KLV� +'0,� RXWSXWV� DQG�� RI �
FRXUVH�� 63',)� FDQ·W� KDQGOH� +'� PXOWLFKDQQHO� IRUPDWV�� :LWK�
)/$&�HQFRGHG�VXUURXQG�VRXQG�UHFRUGLQJV��WKH�5HYROXWLRQ�,,�ZDV�
VXSHULRU�WR�P\�XVXDO�PHWKRG�RI �SOD\LQJ�VXFK�ÀOHV��ZKLFK�LV�RII �DQ�
H[WHUQDO�KDUG�GULYH�LQWR�P\�2SSR����DQG�WKHQ�RQ�WR�WKH�$QWKHP�
IRU� '�WR�$� FRQYHUVLRQ�� $� JRRG� H[DPSOH� ZDV� WKH� �/� Souvenir 
SURJUDP��PXVLF�IRU�VWULQJ�RUFKHVWUD�E\�7FKDLNRYVN\�DQG�1LHOVHQ�
SHUIRUPHG� E\� WKH� 7URQGKHLP� 6RORLVWV�� 7KH�1RUZHJLDQ� ODEHO� LV�
NQRZQ� IRU� LWV� LPPHUVLYH� VXUURXQG�VRXQG� DSSURDFK� WKDW� SXWV� D�
OLVWHQHU�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI �WKH�DFWLRQ��:LWK�WKH�2SSR�GHOLYHULQJ�WKH�
GDWD�WR�WKH�SURFHVVRU��WKH�H[SHULHQFH��ZKLOH�WKRURXJKO\�LQYROYLQJ��
FRXOG�EHFRPH�D�ELW�H[KDXVWLQJ��:KHQ�WKH�%DHWLV�WRRN�RYHU�WKDW�MRE��
WKH�OLVWHQLQJ�H[SHULHQFH�ZDV�PRUH�UHPLQLVFHQW�RI �WKDW�WLPH�LQ�P\�

OLIH�ZKHQ�,�DFWXDOO\�SOD\HG�LQ�RUFKHVWUDV��,W�IHOW�PRUH�SDUWLFLSDWRU\��
0RUH�W\SLFDOO\�HQJLQHHUHG�PXOWLFKDQQHO�PDWHULDO��HVSHFLDOO\�'6'�
sourced programs downloaded from Channel Classics or ripped 

IURP� P\� RZQ� 6$&'V�� PDQLIHVWHG� D� UHOD[HG� VSDFLRXVQHVV� DQG�
dimensionality.

$OWKRXJK� ,� GR� ZDWFK� SOHQW\� RI � RSHUD�� FRQFHUWV�� DQG� WKH�
RFFDVLRQDO� IHDWXUH� ÀOP� RQ� WKH� ���� 3DQDVRQLF� SODVPD�PRQLWRU�
UHVLGHQW� LQ� P\� OLVWHQLQJ� URRP�� PXVLF�ZLWKRXW�SLFWXUHV� LV� P\�
SULRULW\�� %XW� ,� FDQ� UHSRUW� WKDW� YLGHR� TXDOLW\� ZLWK� ULSSHG� %OX�
UD\V³UDQJLQJ� IURP� 6DGH� WR� 6KRVWDNRYLFK³ZDV� XQDVVDLODEOH��
Still, videophiles of  the highest order, especially those with very 

ODUJH� VFUHHQV�� VKRXOG� LQYHVWLJDWH� WKH� ������%DHWLV�;5���ZKLFK�
VSRUWV� ,QWHO·V� IRXUWK�JHQHUDWLRQ�+'�JUDSKLFV� HQJLQH� DQG�&RUH�
L��SURFHVVRU�
7KH�5HYROXWLRQ�,,��SOD\LQJ�VWHUHR�+'�ÀOHV�RII �DQ�H[WHUQDO�KDUG�

GULYH�YLD�LWV�%1&�63',)�RXWSXW��SURGXFHV�WKH�EHVW�GLJLWDO�VRXQG�
,�KDYH�HYHU�KHDUG�LQ�P\�V\VWHP��+RZ�GRHV�%DHWLV�VHOO�WKLV�XQLW�IRU�
WKUHH�JUDQG"�7KHUH�DUH�D�QXPEHU�RI �H[SODQDWLRQV��,�WKLQN��<RX·UH�
QRW�SD\LQJ�IRU�D�'$&��DQG�WKH�5HYROXWLRQ�,,·V�HQFORVXUH�LV�DQ�DW�
WUDFWLYH�EXW�PRGHVW�VDQGEODVWHG�DOXPLQXP�FDVH³EODFN�RU�VLOYHU��
VDPH�SULFH³IDYRUHG�E\�WKH�',<�FURZG��2I �REYLRXV�LPSRUWDQFH�
LV�WKDW�%DHWLV�LVQ·W�WDNLQJ�RQ�DQ\�QHZ�GHDOHUV��7KH�SODQ�LV��DV�PXFK�
DV�SRVVLEOH��WR�VHOO�GLUHFWO\�WR�FRQVXPHUV��ZKLFK�UHVXOWV�LQ�D�VXE�
VWDQWLDOO\�ORZHU�VWLFNHU�SULFH���<RX�ZLOO�QRW��RI �FRXUVH��SD\�DQ\�PRUH�
if  you do happen to live near one of  the few dealers now carry�
LQJ�WKH�%DHWLV�OLQH���0RVWO\��-RKQ�0LQJR�LV�QRW�PDNLQJ�FXVWRPHUV�
IRRW�WKH�ELOO�IRU�KLV�SDLQVWDNLQJ�5	'��IRU�WKH�HPSLULFLVP�KH�ÀQGV�
HVVHQWLDO�WR�GHYHORSLQJ�WKH�ÀQHVW�DXGLR�FRPSXWHUV�KH�FDQ�PDNH�
:KDW·V�D�´%DHWLVµ�DQ\ZD\"�,�VKRXOG�KDYH�NQRZQ��,W·V�D�Á\�ÀVK�

LQJ�UHIHUHQFH��%DHWLV�LV�D�JHQXV�RI �PD\Á\��D�EXJ�SRSXODU�ZLWK�WKH�
WURXW�WKDW�OLYH�LQ�FROG�ZDWHU�ULYHUV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��7KH�%DHWLV�
LV�D�´PXOWL�EURRGµ�LQVHFW��PHDQLQJ�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�KDWFKHV�
SHU� \HDU�� DQG� HDFK� WLPH� WKH� RUJDQLVP� ORRNV� FRPSOHWHO\� GLIIHU�
HQW��6D\V�-RKQ�0LQJR�RQ�WKH�FRPSDQ\·V�:HE�VLWH��´7KLV�LV�ZKDW�
D�%DHWLV�FRPSXWHU�LV�DOO�DERXW��,W�LV�D�PDFKLQH�WKDW�ZLOO�SHUIRUP�
very different functions for different owners at differing times 

RI �WKH�GD\�RU�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�SODFHV�µ�$IWHU�VQDSSLQJ�D�SKRWR��D�Á\�
ÀVKHUPDQ�PLJKW�UHWXUQ�D����LQFK�UDLQERZ�WURXW�WR�WKH�VWUHDP�KH�
RU�VKH�FDXJKW�LW�LQ��%DHWLV�KDV�D����GD\�PRQH\�EDFN�WULDO�SHULRG��
,I �\RX�SXUFKDVH�RQH�RI �WKHLU�PHGLD�FRPSXWHUV�DQG�GRQ·W�OLNH�LW��
VHQG�LW�EDFN�WR�/LYLQJVWRQ��%XW�,�YHU\�VWURQJO\�GRXEW�WKDW�-RKQ�
0LQJR�ZLOO�EH�VHHLQJ�PXFK�LQ�WKH�ZD\�RI �´FDWFK�DQG�UHOHDVH�µ

NEXT-GEN DIGITAL - Baetis Audio Revolution II Media Computer

Inputs/Outputs: One 
proprietary BNC SPDIF, one 
TosLink, two HDMI, eight USB 
(4 3.0 and 4 2.0)
Connectivity: Two Ethernet; 
DVI video; antennae 
connections for standard Wi-Fi
Dimensions: 9.5" x 4.25" x 10"
Price: $2995 (black or silver); 

Neutrik PowerCON DC 
connectors, add $200; 256G 
SSD, $250 

BAETIS AUDIO
428 Canyon Creek Road 
Livingston, Montana 59047
(406) 686-4282
baetisaudio.com
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